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vance of our willingness and anxiety to settle all possible 
controversies by arbitration." 

After contrasting the two positions thus defined — that 
of Mr. Taft, who wants justice to the point that he is 
willing on behalf of the nation to abide by an impartial 
judgment of a competent tribunal, and that of the ex- 
President, who would make the national desires and in- 
terest the sole test of justice and equity, the public will 
be able to decide in which position the "hypocrisy" is to 
be found. 



Mr. Roosevelt's Attack on 
tration Treaties. 

The Philadelphia Press. 
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When Theodore Eoosevelt was governor of New York 
he made a vehement attack on an arbitration treaty 
negotiated by Secretary John Hay, and approved by 
President McKinley, which widened the field of arbitra- 
tion with Great Britain. The opposition coming from 
the executive chamber at Albany did almost as much to 
defeat the treaty as obstruction in the Senate chamber 
at Washington. As President, Mr. Eoosevelt negotiated 
a treaty conferring greater powers on the National Ex- 
ecutive than did the previous Hay arbitration treaty, and 
when the Senate amended it he refused to continue the 
negotiations, though his administration was honorably 
distinguished by many new arbitration treaties. 

Meanwhile arbitration has taken another step forward 
in the "general" arbitration treaties ratified in 1909 
and the new treaties pending before the Senate. The 
attack just made on these by Mr. Eoosevelt puts him in 
the position of opposing the progress of arbitration on 
the naked, brutal ground he urged ten years ago when 
he denounced the McKinley-Hay treaty — that the 
United States could not trust the justice of its every 
cause to an impartial tribunal. 

The objection is not creditable to Mr. Eoosevelt as a 
man, a statesman, or an ex-President. It will be most 
regretted by those who most strongly supported him in 
the past. It violates the sound rule which keeps an ex- 
President from criticising the policy of his successor. 
If Mr. Eoosevelt's objections were to be followed, their 
acceptance would range the United States with the pow- 
ers which prefer force to right and might to law. 

The American people are of a different opinion. The 
treaties negotiated by President Taft, now before the 
Senate, could be advantageously changed in certain de- 
tails, so as to define and recognize the power and func- 
tions of the Senate under these treaties, but the general 
principle on which the new arbitration treaties are based 
is eternally right. An honorable nation, like an honor- 
able man, can claim nothing which an impartial tribunal 
knowing the law and seeking justice would not award. 
Any man who attacks this great principle allies him- 
self with the brute forces of history, and when he stoops 
to charge "offensive hypocrisy" on those who advocate 
the present treaties, including in this by implication his 
own successor, he reminds every hearer that abuse is the 
immemorial weapon of a bad cause and an unjust plea. 



A High Achivements. 

The Christian Herald. 

It is beyond all doubt that the nations are moving 
toward world peace. Today it is the overshadowing 
theme among statesmen and thinkers. The conviction 
has taken deep root that war is an evil in any form and 
that to provoke war is a crime; that the resort to phys- 
ical violence settles no principle, but leaves untouched 
the great questions at stake; that religion, civilization, 
and common sense demand the adjustment of inter- 
national quarrels by the same judicial methods that 
apply to States and communities. 

No achievement of American statesmanship has 
reached higher than this which, through our Govern- 
ment's wise and courageous initiative, has given to the 
peace movement a vitality and substance it never yet 
possessed. It is no longer a dream; the "desire of the 
nations" is transformed into reality. By these new 
treaties of Washington the whole movement is taken 
out of the realm of distant and intangible things. It 
is stepping across the border line that divides the 
methods of barbarism from those of calm, judicial 
reason. We have established a precedent for the whole 
civilized world to follow, and under Divine guidance 
we believe it will be followed. 
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